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Governance and Operations 
 

Steering committee  
Kim Moretti  Chair  
Kym Horsell  Deputy Chair 
Carole Pinnock Executive Officer 
Kerri Beckmann  Member 
Michael Chong Member 
Darren Foreman Member 
Jimmy Lam   Member  
Jeff Roberts Member  
Peter Sutherland Member  
Martin Borg Member  
David Roder Member 
Leigh Pretty Member  
Kim Pese Member  
Tina Kopsaftis Member  
Scott Walsh Member  

Research committee  
Martin Borg Chair 

Carole Pinnock Executive Officer 
Jason Lee Member 

 Kim Moretti  Member 

Michael Chong Member 

Darren Forman Member  
Kym Horsell Member 

Dan Spernat  Member 

Ganessan Kichenadasse Member 

David Roder Member 

 Kerri Beckmann  Member 

 Grant Buchanan  Member 

 Tina Kopsaftis  Member 

 Scott Walsh  Member 

Data management team 
Carole Pinnock Principal Research Scientist 
Tina Kopsaftis Clinical Data Coordinator 
Scott Walsh Data Manager 
Karen Hall Clinical Data Officer 
Shwu Fen Loh Clinical Data Officer 
Elspeth Raymond Clinical Data Officer 



Summary of activities  
The past 12 months has once again been productive for SA-PCCOC on multiple and diverse fronts.  The 

database continues to grow.  With improved collection techniques the number added each year is 

increasing.  As at February 2013 the total number of patients in the database is 7830, of which 1660 are 

from private practices.  We have added an additional 1036 new patients in the preceding 12 months to 

February, which represents an increase of 27% over the previous year.  We estimate we now capture 

approximately 60% of all men diagnosed with prostate cancer in South Australia.  Our goal is to become 

a population based data registry and capture 90% of the prostate cancer diagnoses in SA.  With the 

implementation and migration to our new platform (see below) we hope to achieve this goal in the next 

1 to 2 years. 

Strengthening our team 
We begin the-year-that-was by first acknowledging a pivotal moment at its end with Carole Pinnock, SA-

PCCOC’s executive officer, announcing her retirement. It was with great regret that her resignation was 

accepted.  Carole, with the help of the data management team, has been the backbone of SA-PCCOC 

since its inception thirteen years ago.  She has shown great leadership: encouraging a multi-disciplinary 

approach while driving agendas and ensuring high standards are maintained.  Fortunately Carole has 

agreed to continue as a consultant with SA-PCCOC, and will remain on our steering and research 

committees, and also act as a representative on the Movember steering committee.  At the time of 

writing we are in the process of advertising for a replacement. Knowing that such a task will be difficult, 

Carole has agreed to mentor her replacement in her consultative capacity. The SA-PCCOC team 

acknowledges her enormous contribution to the database, and in particular recognizes that we would 

not be the successful organization we are today if not for her efforts.  

Carole moves on, but the process of renewal continues: We welcome Professor David Roder (Professor 

of Cancer Epidemiology at Uni SA) to the steering and research committees, Dr Dan Spernat  (Urologist) 

and Dr Ganessan Kichenadasse (Medical Oncologist) to the research committee, and Karen Hall to the 

data management team. 

Strengthening our data infrastructure 
A major focus in the past 12 months has been to evaluate and select a new data management platform 

to replace SA-PCCOC’s legacy infrastructure.  This involved a lengthy process in establishing business and 

operational requirements and reviewing local, national and international data systems which met those 

specifications. 

We are pleased to report SA-PCCOC has selected “The Cloud Factory” data management platform, 

produced by a South Australian Company of the same name.  The relationship with The Cloud Factory 

will be more than simply provider and purchaser, and we will work together to refine and develop the 

product to meet specific requirements in a mutually advantageous environment. The new platform will 

provide several strategic opportunities that were unavailable in the past.  These include enhanced ability 

to capture prostate cancer patients from private practices and pathology providers, and for all clinicians 



who contribute to the database to be able to access and benchmark their patients and treatments 

against the entire state population, in a risk adjusted fashion.   

Strengthening our data collection 
The number of men enrolled continues to grow each year (Figure 1) and over the past 12 months we 

have seen an increase of 27% in new cases added to the database on previous years.  This reflects the 

hard work of our data collection team led by Tina Kopsaftis.  

 

Figure 1 

Keeping the registry up to date is not without its challenges though.  Annual growth combined with the 

natural course of prostate cancer result in a growing ‘tail’ of data collection: case reviews and following 

up patient reported outcomes.   To mitigate this challenge and optimise staff time, SA-PCCOC has 

introduced a number of initiatives over time; including a companion system (e-Prostate) that 

automatically imports PSA data from the SA-Health central clinical repository (OACIS).    Unfortunately 

the loss of our linkage to eProstate in 2012, together with growth means some case reviews are 

incomplete for 2011/2012. This is reflected in the decline in patient treatment choice in Figure 2.   

 

Despite these challenges, with the additional data collection hours and re-introduction of a system to 

import PSA data in 2013 we are confident the delay in case reviews will be addressed in 2013 and in fact 

SA-PCCOC is negotiating to include the Lyell McEwin public hospital and other private hospitals in our 

collaborative to move towards our target of 90% capture across South Australia.   

 



 

Figure 2 

Strengthening our partnership 
SA-PCCOC now has formal affiliations with all three universities in SA, having recently established an 

association with the Samson Institute of Health, University of South Australia.  Kim Moretti, our 

chairman and principal investigator, has been appointed an Associate Professor in the School of 

Population Health, Division of Health Sciences, and University of South Australia where he will work in 

close collaboration with Professor David Roder.  

Cancer Australia has devised a national prostate cancer data set.  SA-PCCOC, in conjunction with the 

Royal Adelaide Hospital, was successful in an application to pilot and trial this data set.   We are one of 

only three sites around the country.  SA-PCCOC’s reputation is greatly enhanced by being selected for 

this task. 

Dr Kim Horsell (deputy chairman), continues to pursue the feasibility of a prostate cancer registry in the 

Northern Territory that would provide the basis for a Central Australian prostate cancer collaboration 

In parallel, Movember launched an initiative to establish a national prostate cancer registry in 2012.  SA-

PCCOC has been at the forefront of discussion though Kim Moretti, Carole Pinnock and David Roder in 

particular.  A key output of this initiative in 2012 was the development of a data specification that will 

form the basis for a national collection.  Unfortunately there is still no unanimous agreement on several 

other important issues, such as the structure of the registry, data ownership and the registry custodian.  

SA-PCCOC will continue to be active and remain in discussion with Movember while focusing on South 

Australian interests.  

The South Australian Health and Medical Research Institute (SAHMRI) is very rapidly developing, both in 

terms of their building and its’ organisational, research and strategic infrastructure.  A key focus of 

SAHMRI is the development of data infrastructure and clinical registries.  Professor David Roder, a 

member of our steering and research committees, is pulling this initiative together.  As a consequence 



SA-PCCOC is well placed to engage with SAHMRI, be part of this data collection hub, and have access to 

further funding and human resource in terms of epidemiologists and biostatisticians.   

SAHMRI has also established the South Australian Comprehensive Cancer Consortium (SACCC), which 

will be an umbrella organisation co-ordinating cancer research, treatment, and educational activities 

within this state.  Dr Kim Moretti (SA-PCCOC chairman and principal investigator) has been appointed 

the prostate cancer stream leader and is on the steering committee of SACCC. 

In the last 12 months we have continued to undertake translational research in conjunction with Dr 

Grant Buchanan’s group at the Basil Hetzel Institute.  This involved a project examining prostate cancer 

tissues of patients who are in our database and whose outcomes we had recorded in detail. There is 

much to be gained from such associations, and during 2013 we will engage in preliminary discussions 

with the Australian Prostate Cancer Bio-Resource tissue bank to explore the feasibility of a closer 

working relationship to foster further similar translational research. 

Supporting men with prostate cancer 
During 2012 SA-PCCOC was asked to take over the management of the Lions prostate cancer website, as 

the previous web manager’s business focus had changed and could no longer support that initiative.  

The future of the website is currently unclear. SA-PCCOC and the Repatriation Hospital were 

instrumental in its inception 8 years ago, and have continued to provide educational material for its use. 

We are closely involved with the Lions organisation in discussions to try and ensure the website 

continues and is upgraded in the future. 

Research 

Supporting clinical research 
Once again we have supported student, RMO and registrar research including 12 conference 

presentations (6 national, 4 state and 2 local), and have published 2 articles with another 1 submitted 

for publication. 

Publications (accepted and submitted)   
Prostate-Specific Antigen (PSA) rate of decline post external beam radiotherapy may predict prostate 
cancer death: Zumin Shi, Stephen Kinsey-Trotman, Carole Pinnock, Martin Borg, Kim Moretti, Scott 
Walsh, Tina Kopsaftis. Accepted for publication in Radiotherapy and Oncology March 2013 
 
 The rate of upgrading of TRUS biopsy results in intermediate risk prostate cancer Jason Lee SADVH 
Research Paper Day August 2012 RGH. Abstract published in the Journal of Military and Veteran Health 
2012, Nov; 20 (4): 71-72 
 



Loss of stromal androgen receptor depletes the protective mircroenvironment and leads to poor 
outcome in prostate cancer: Damien A. Leach, Eleanor F. Need, Samarth Chopra, David J. Tamblyn Tina 
Kopsaftis Georgina M. England Carole B. Pinnock Gail P. Risbridger, Lee Peng,  Renea A. Taylor, Grant 
Buchanan Submitted to Journal of the National Cancer Institute (JNCI) March 2013 
 

Presentations 
 
Analysis of Quality of Life survey response rates from the South Australian Prostate Cancer Clinical 
Outcomes Collaborative. L.Osei-Tutu, J Lee. Abstract presented at the 66th USANZ National Meeting in 
Melbourne, April 2013 
 
 Prostate-Specific Antigen (PSA) rate of decline post external beam radiotherapy may predict prostate 
cancer death: Stephen Kinsey-Trotman, Zumin Shi, Carole Pinnock, Martin Borg, Kim Moretti, Scott 
Walsh, Tina Kopsaftis. Abstract presented at the local USANZ meeting Port Lincoln November 2012 and 
at the 66th USANZ National Meeting in Melbourne, April 2013 
 
Radical Prostatectomy: do positive surgical margins at the apex matter? P.Penkoff, Carole Pinnock, 
Kym Horsell, Kim Moretti Director of Urology, Scott Walsh, Tina Kopsaftis, and the SA-Prostate Cancer 
Clinical Outcomes Collaborative. Abstract presented at the local USANZ meeting Port Lincoln November 
2012. Awarded ‘St Paul Ball’ for best presentation; Abstract presented at the 66th USANZ National 
Meeting in Melbourne, April 2013 
 
Analysis of transperineal biopsy and subsequent radical prostatectomy, utilising the SA-PCCOC 
database: L. Osei-Tutu, S. Walsh, T. Kopsaftis, J. Lee. Abstract presented at the local USANZ meeting Port 
Lincoln November 2012 and at the 66th USANZ National Meeting in Melbourne, April 2013 
 
SA Prostate Cancer Clinical Outcomes Collaborative (SA –PCCOC) Dr Kim Moretti SA Prostate Cancer 
Research Meeting: ‘Current Programs and Developing Linkages and Research Capacity’, National Wine 
Centre, Adelaide, 5 October 2012 
 
The rate of upgrading of TRUS biopsy results in intermediate risk prostate cancer Jason Lee SADVH 
Research Paper Day August 2012 RGH and also presented at the 66th USANZ National meeting in Darwin 
March 2012  
 
An update of the South Australian Prostate Cancer Clinical Outcomes Collaborative: Dr J. Lee, 
Consultant Urologist, Repatriation General Hospital on behalf of SA Prostate Cancer Outcomes 
Collaborative (SA-PCCOC), Steering Committee and Management Team. Abstract presented at the local 
USANZ meeting Port Lincoln November 2012 
 
Poorly differentiated low PSA prostate cancer: Evaluation of survival and treatment outcomes: 
Alexander Jay, Carole Pinnock, Tina Kopsaftis, David Tamblyn and Kim Moretti Abstract presented at the 
USANZ National meeting in Darwin March 2012 
 



Funding  
 

We have achieved good success in many of our funding applications (see below), however our major aim 

of securing funding for a research fellow(s) remains elusive.  We will continue to strive towards that goal 

in 2013, and once achieved, our research output should rise dramatically, as we have many outcome 

projects in advance stages of preparation. 

GRANTS RECEIVED 

 Cancer Australia: - Piloting of a Prostate Cancer Data Set Specification C Pinnock, N Brook, R Gowda, 

T Kopsaftis, S Walsh 

 Urological Society of Australia - SA Section: Grant to support the South Australian Prostate Cancer 

Clinical Outcomes database C Pinnock, Kim Moretti, Kym Horsell, T.Kopsaftis, S Walsh 

 Foundation Daw Park: Active surveillance (AA) for low risk prostate cancer. D Foreman, J Lee, C 

Pinnock, T Kopsaftis, S Walsh 

 Flinders Centre for Innovation in Cancer (FCIC):  Delays in care of older men diagnosed with 

prostate cancer. Dr C Pinnock, A/Prof R Woodman 

 SAHMRI Infrastructure Funding: (formerly SA Cooperative Research Collaborative) - C Pinnock, Kim 

Moretti, Kym Horsell, T Kopsaftis, S Walsh 

 SAHMRI Data Manager Support Program: C Pinnock, T Kopsaftis, S Walsh 

 Lions Website Maintenance grant:, C Pinnock 

 Ferring Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd: - Prostate Cancer Database Sponsorship: Kim Moretti, C Pinnock, T 

Kopsaftis, S Walsh 

 Sanofi Aventis: Prostate Cancer Database Sponsorship Kim Moretti, Pinnock, T Kopsaftis, S Walsh 

 

Conclusion 
2012 signalled the beginning of a new era for SA-PCCOC with changes to our team, our data 

infrastructure and our partnerships.  Despite some challenges, SA-PCCOC is well placed to move towards 

our intended goal of establishing a population based prostate cancer registry for South Australia.  
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Associate Professor Kim Moretti MBBS, FRACS (Urol) 
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